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ultimate statement of his views that would be his "very last
word." He meditated, gathered notes and material. It took
him three years to complete this project.
"I have conceived and soon will begirt a great novel, in.
which, among other characters, there will be many children,"
he wrote on March 16, 1878. The first entry in his notebook
for The Brothers Ktwamazov is with the following memo-
randum, "Find out whether it is possible to lie between rail-
road tracks while a train goes by above you at full speed. . . .
Get information concerning children's labor in factories, and
concerning schools. Visit a school. ... In a foundling
asylum/'
At about this time Dostoevsky discovered a kinship be-
tween himself and Vladimir Soloviov, the son of the his-
torian, a brilliant young professor. "The Crisis of Western
Philosophy," Soloviov's doctoral thesis, was a searching criti-
cism of European positivism, and proclaimed the advent of
a new metaphysics. The young philosopher's person, his
inspiring beauty, impressed even his stanchest opponents,
and Dostoevsky asserted that his face was like that of Annibal
Caracci's "Young Christ."
In this strange friendship between the elderly writer and
the young philosopher Dostoevsky was the disciple. Thanks
to his interminable discussions with Soloviov, he was able
to formulate, order, and illumine his own ideas. With the
help of his young friend he translated into abstract terms the
philosophical problems in which he had struggled chaotically
for so many years.
Concerning the problems of Orthodox doctrine, Dos-
toevsky consulted Constantin Pobedonostsev, procurator of
the Holy Synod, but he also showed interest in Fedorov's
theory of common action and read the work of the eight-